
WHO IS VISITING 
AMERICAN ART
MUSEUMS?
And how do they compare
to the general population?

Museum visitor data from Collaboration for Ongoing Visitor Experience Studies
(COVES Art Museums). Data on the U.S. population comes from 2020-2023
census data.  

QUICK FACTS



RACE

White visitation is over-represented vs the U.S. population, and
non-white visitation is under-represented (except among
Asian/Asian Americans).



AGE

Contrary to popular belief, art museums attract a higher
percentage of young adults compared to their role in the
population. Visitors over 45 are under-represented in museum
audiences.



EDUCATION LEVELS

Education levels represent the biggest gap between museum
visitors and the general population. Those without college
degrees makeup 39% of the population, but only 7% of museum
visitors. 



HOUSEHOLD INCOME

Higher income visitors are over-represented among museum
visitors, compared to households with income less than $50,000
a year. Museums attract middle-class households at levels close
to their national averages.

Read Remuseum’s 
Case Studies in Innovation: Audience Development 
for more data insights and find out how real museums are building broader audiences.


